
DRAFT     Advisory Council to the Division of Autism Services 

           Notes, January 19, 2011 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chera Gerstein, David Daniel Klipper, Lois Rosenwald, Jonathan Ross, 

Stan Soby, Margery Stahl, Larry Wood and Jennifer Ureta 

 MEMBERS ABSENT: Catherine Abercrombie, Nancy Bagatell,  Jennifer Carroll,  Judy Dowd, 

Ruth Eren Jan Galloway, Ann Gionet, Jacqueline Kelleher, Sara Reed, Nikki Richer, James 

Loomis, Sara Lourie, Kathy Marchione, Tricia Winter 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:  Kathy Reddington, Lori Conchado 

There were no members of the public present.   

In absence of a quorum the meeting was for informational purposes only. 

Quinnipiac Research Study 

Nancy Bagatell was unable to attend the meeting.  In her absence, Lois Rosenwald presented a 

brief overview of  a Research Study conducted by Quinnipiac University to learn more about 

how families with children aged 14 -17 with autism negotiate daily life routines, rituals and 

activities. It was unclear whether they are looking for high or low functioning participants.  Lois 

asked that members spread the word as this is an important initiative.  

Nominations Committee Recommendations 

There was confusion regarding the proposed slate to vote for Co-Chairs and Executive 
Committee whether they should propose a slate or propose names of all candidates for the 
group?  

David Daniel accessed our By-laws via his computer and stated that in his opinion the 
Nominating Committee is required to propose a slate for approval by members.  The 
Nominations Committee will prepare a slate to be presented at the next meeting. 

Nominations Committee members, Cathy Abercrombie, Sara Lourie and Stan Soby met and have 
found a few issues with our By-laws that need to be addressed moving forward. The following 
are some suggested changes following a discussion: 

 Should Executive Committee consist of 3 members and 2 Co-chairs or increase in size 

 Clarify the definition of what constitutes 51% parents, relatives or individuals on the 
spectrum for membership; if we add more legislators or staff; consider adding advocates 
who are parents to be included in the 51%, look at the 51% as a goal to be sought but not 
an absolute requirement 

 Possibly add language regarding attendance (what constitutes an absence) and 
participation 



Nominations Committee will review the suggested changes to By-laws, review recommendations 
for new members and develop a formal process of how we will handle nominations, new 
members for review at our next meeting. 

A few members stated their interest in recommending new members to the Council.  All 

recommendations should be sent to Lori Conchado, who will then send information to 

Nominations Committee Members. 

Kathy reviewed a list of 23 current members. We currently have 7 State Members, 10 Families, 2 

Parents and 4 Others.  Our By-laws state our membership must consist of 51% of parents or 

relatives of those who have ASD or a person who has ASD.   

Autism Legislation 

DDS is working on technical changes in language to including taking “Pilot” our of our title, as 

this is no longer a pilot program; changing  “Mental Retardation” to “Intellectual Disability” and 

other additions/deletions in language.  It would be helpful if Council Members endorse changes 

when they are made. 

CT ACT Early 

A forum sponsored by the Connecticut General Assembly will take place at the Legislative 

Office Building on January 25
th

.  The forum will look at guidelines for the diagnosis of children 

with ASD’s and guidelines for best practices. The forum is geared for professionals, but family 

members are invited to attend.  

 

Next Meeting is scheduled for March 16
th

. 


